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purity;l that all might receive of his fruit, and that he
might receive from all a portion of the wages of eter-
nity.2 But God alone, who knoweth what is in the
darkness,3 looked into the depths of his heart and knew
the excellency of his humility and charity: by which
with sagacious solicitude he had won the leadership
over all his fellow soldiers;4 so that they held him
equally in fear and love, and whom they had as fellow
in the divine love, him they preferred as father in the
mutual honor of the apostolic admonition.5 And the
greatness of his kindness towards the brethren and
of his heavenly learning so increased, that the report
of his holy exhortation spread abroad, and his fame
shone very brightly among the monasteries, those of
men and also those of the virgins of Christ. Of their
inmates, indeed, great numbers, who were of the
stronger sex, flocked together unto him, impelled by
thirst for reading, and drank of the most healthful
spring of knowledge, and surveyed and read numerous
volumes of the Scriptures, But they of the weaker
sex, who could not come continually, kept before their
minds this man whose vast wisdom was filled with the
spirit of divine love; and, running over page after
page, applied themselves earnestly to the investigation
of heavenly things, and meditated perpetually upon
the secrets of the sacraments and the hidden things of

1  I Timothy, iv, 12,

2  Compare Mark, xii, 2; John, iv, 36,
8 Daniel, ii, 22.

4 CommilUones.  Compare Philippians, ii, 25; Philemon, 2,
8 Romans, xii, 10.